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Preface

The purpose of this handbook is to provide a first step, practical guide and

information source for those initiating or assisting in projects to maintain, repair,
restore, alter or extend a traditional building(s), taking into account heritage issues.
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Introduction and Preface

Introduction

Writing this introduction is a pleasure for me because this handbook is an
important and informative aspect of the Mourne Heritage Trust’s Built Heritage
Programme. Under this programme, through the Mourne Homesteads Scheme,
we are restoring, enlarging and refurbishing nine properties of varying sizes to
create spacious modern homes within traditional buildings. | would call on all
owners and potential owners of such properties to read and enjoy this handbook,
then look at the possibilities of restoration, refurbishment and perhaps even
sympathetic enlargement of your traditional buildings to maintain and enhance
the historic and cultural ambience of our landscapes.

The landscapes and environment of Ireland are not just important to us locally
but also nationally and indeed internationally. An essential part of those
landscapes is the traditional or vernacular buildings that sit comfortably in them.
| am not just referring to the few exceptional protected buildings but also to the
myriad of vernacular rural dwellings, which, in a friendly, comfortable, homely
way, pepper our landscape. Sadly, many of them are now derelict, yet they were
the comfortable homes for generations of rural dwellers throughout the last three
or four centuries. When one thinks of the stories and local history, which were
told and retold around those welcoming hearths, indeed it is sad that much of it
has not been recorded. Much of it was the history of ordinary folk, political or
otherwise, which eventually grew to become the history of our nations.

These unprotected buildings are one of the most threatened parts of our heritage
and culture because they are wide open to inappropriate development. In fact
their very existence can often bring their own demise when they are used as
reasons to obtain planning permission for a replacement dwelling. Economic
forces also threaten them.
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The sadness of this situation is that many could be sympathetically restored and
refurbished, maintaining, not just the occupation of the historic site, but the
whole familiar ambience of a traditional rural family home. To all potential
owners and owners of such dwellings, please read, enjoy and be inspired by this
handbook. Then consider the possibilities of restoration and refurbishment of
your vernacular building to maintain the historic and familiar cultural feel of our
landscapes. This handbook shows and suggests how this can be achieved, how
these buildings can once again become comfortable, accommodating family
homes and even income and job generators. (Hanna’s Close on the front cover
of this handbook is an example of the latter.)

| am very proud of the achievements of the Mourne Heritage Trust in the
challenging field of Built Heritage Conservation and | am happy to commend this
handbook to you in the hope that you will join us in our quest to retain as many
of these threatened, yet important buildings. As the poet tells us:—

“The warmth that makes a house a home,
Comes not from Hearth, but love alone.”

Arthur Mitchell

Chairman
Mourne Heritage Trust



Foreword PVl

Foreword

FOr some years now, the Northern Ireland Housing Executive has been involved
with the Mourne Heritage Trust on the innovative Mourne Homesteads scheme
which has sought to restore and reuse traditional buildings. This involvement was
in part due to an awareness that the restoration skills and knowledge developed
from the Mourne project would be of value elsewhere in Northern Ireland.

The improvement and repair of domestic properties is one of the Housing
Executive’s key priorities and the Private Sector Grants service provides financial
help in this regard. As the Regional Strategic Housing Authority, the Housing
Executive therefore welcomes and supports this traditional building restoration
guide as a practical way of assisting owners of traditional buildings.

This guide is expected to contribute to the maintenance and up keep of
properties and to help ensure that they are used for their original purpose,
principally as dwelling houses for those requiring a decent home. | would
encourage anyone wishing to restore a traditional building to make use of this
guide and to check with the Housing Executive on grant options that may be
available to them.

Paddy Mclintyre

Chief Executive
Northern Ireland Housing Executive
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sometimes with the luxury of a loft and some
sort of partition to provide a basic level of
privacy, whereas the tenant farmer might
well have eight such rooms in his two
storeyed house. A further variant near the
top of the social ladder was the double pile
which is more or less two smaller houses,
one parallel to the other and interlinked.

The earliest evidence of buildings indicate
timber frames but clearly a tradition for
masonry construction has early beginnings,
as witnessed by the stone grave constructions
and cashels of pre-Christian times followed
by round towers, stone built churches (some
of which reflect the detailing of timber
construction as at St MacDara’s Island,
County Galway) and the sophisticated dry
stone work of the cells at Skellig and the
Gallarus Oratory, Dingle. Raths and ring forts
span from pre-Christian to post-Christian
times, indeed there is a growing body of
scholarship that believes some of these sites
were occupied well into the medieval period.
Of the sixty or so excavated to date, only
timber framed building remains have been
found in them. Circular, oval and rectangular
forms seemingly co-existed through this time.

The years between the arrival of the Anglo
Normans and the Plantations have, so far,
revealed little to us beyond the very obvious
castles and fortified tower houses. With the

The Historic Development of Traditional Buildings

Plantations came a whole rash of written and
illustrated accounts amongst which the maps
drawn by Richard Bartlett are particularly
helpful. His drawings of buildings are quite
detailed. They show curved as well as
rectangular plan forms and they indicate
what appear to be cruck frames in some
instances. The blades of a cruck are selected
because they are curved and can reach from
the perimeter of the building at ground level
to the height of the roof ridge in the centre,
all in one piece. Quite a number of buildings
constructed in this way have been identified
in recent years. Most are in the North in the
zone roughly bounded by Lurgan, Lisburn
and Lough Neagh. By contrast, some
buildings of this period seem to have been
transportable, in keeping with the common
practice of booleying.

It is from the end of the Plantation period
that the forms of traditional buildings, with
which we are familiar today, begin to
emerge. After the 1640 rising, timber for
building became very scarce. The government
paid subsidies to encourage replanting.
Nevertheless, timber frame construction,
whether of the Irish or English variety,
became practically extinct. From this point
on, almost every new building was of load
bearing, masonry construction.

Opposite:
Richard Bartlett Map —
early 17th century.
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The Nature of
Our Traditional Buildings

Gabled roof, direct entry.

Hipped roof, lobby entry.

What have come to be classified as
traditional buildings are all buildings put up
without a formal design process. Their form,
plan and method of construction simply
follow a tradition for the time and place of
their conception. This principle is not
confined to dwellings, it caters for churches,
mills, barns, byres and other building uses as
well. A basic distinction has been made by
the leading commentators, in relation to
houses, between direct entry and lobby entry
plan forms. The first is most common in the
North and West, the second in the South and
East but this is not exclusively so.

In the direct entry plan, the external door(s) is
at the end of the main room away from the
main hearth, whereas in the lobby entry plan
the door(s) and hearth are at the same end
of the room and the hearth is sheltered by a
jamb wall. Both these forms are found in
basic, single-roomed houses and when there
is more than one room, the additional rooms
are set out in line, linking directly out of each
other, there being no specific circulation
areas; that is to say, no hall or passage. If the
plan is double pile, then there are two
parallel strings of rooms. If there is a loft or
an upper floor, the stair will rise directly out
of the main room. Sometimes the range will
include for agricultural uses, perhaps a dairy,
a byre or a cow house. And it is not by any
means rare to find a lodging for workers.
Such a lodging is easily identified because it
will have a hearth and an outside door but
no internal connecting door with the rest of
the house. What appear today to be quite
modest houses are found with lodging



rooms. When you think about a family with
eight children living in one room, one can
imagine the parents being delighted when
the eldest moved away to work for a local
farmer or landlord, the contracts being made
at one of the hiring fairs held in every
market town.

Where industry improved the local economy,
dwellings might be extended. The most
common extension was to add another room
at the gable or to incorporate into the
dwelling a bay that had hitherto been for
agricultural use. Sometimes the choice was
to add a storey over one or more bays. Site
conditions generally dictated the choice. It is
only in recent times, usually when services
like water or electricity were brought to a
house, that rooms were added at the back.
Outbuildings followed the same structural
pattern as the house and, like the house,
were sometimes single and sometimes

two storeys.

Through the next century and a half, this
building tradition continued, the only
obvious change being the gradual
sophistication of the component elements,
in particular the doors, windows, stairs and
hearths and it is from these elements that
most of these buildings can be dated. There
were also external influences. One was
taxation which touched on bricks, glass and
hearths. Other influences were the gradual
replacement of turf as a fuel by coal and
the improvement of transport.

The Historic Development of Traditional Buildings

The industrial revolution brought with it more
radical changes. The extending Empire delivered
an ever widening choice of materials and, as
wealth descended the social ladder, the choices
were open to a growing section of society.
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Above and opposite:
Variation of scale but
shared tradition.

Machinery by stages changed the whole
economy of building. Take for one example
nails and screws; in the Plantation era, each
nail and each screw was individually hand
made. When these components could be
mass produced, carpenters no longer needed
to construct complicated timber jointings.
Planks and scantlings could now be machine
sawn so that timbers could be accurately
shaped away from the site and delivered,
already machined, to predictable shapes and
sizes. The same was happening with brick
making. Bricks used to be made on site and
fired in clamps*. The result was not always a
total success. Now continuously fired kilns
and machine cut brick clay reduced waste
and delivered a reliable product. Experiments

were being made with proprietary cements.
Finally Portland Cement made its appearance
in the late 1850s.

* Clamp literally means a heap. A burning floor was
prepared that included channels to facilitate the
draft. Unburnt bricks were stacked with space
between each to allow the heat to have maximum
effect. Different patterns of stacking were
deliberately used for their effect on colouring. Fuel
was packed into the channels in the floor as well
as a core at the heart of the clamp. The fuel was
fired and as soon as it had taken hold, the outer
face was sealed with clay or wet sods. The burning
process took about a week and had to be watched
continuously. Any leakage had to be resealed
immediately otherwise all the heat would be drawn
to one point and the bricks ruined.
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However, industry brought with it problems

as well as solutions. The conditions of the new
urban workforce in the expanding industrial
towns were beginning to ring alarm bells at
governmental level. Something had to be done
to establish minimum standards to prevent
disease and social unrest. The first moves came
from the Poor Law Guardians and by a series
of steps the Model Byelaws came into being
and were to remain the guidance for new
building, albeit with periodic amendment,

until the 1970s (in Northern Ireland).

Regulations and manufactured components
gradually stifled the old traditions in building.
Only now are we emerging at the other end of
that tunnel with a new generation of Building
Regulations that are performance led instead
of being prescriptive. At the same time,

conservationists are gaining a scientifically
based understanding of traditional building
and can now demonstrate in modern speak,
that the old builders were not as stupid as
they had been made out to be in the
intervening years, when we were all taught
that traditional buildings were unsanitary
and unstable, certainly not worth the effort
necessary to give them a new lease of life.
A case in point where modern research has
vindicated traditional techniques is in the use
of lime for mass masonry construction. The
lime has been proved to display a flexibility
which keeps out water while allowing a
degree of movement, whereas in the same
context Portland Cement is rigid and fails on
both counts. Of course, both materials have
their place but must be used with wisdom
and understanding.
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The Elements of
Traditional Constructions

Walls - The material used depends on
what is locally available. The most common
walling material is undressed rubble stone
and the second most common is earth. Most
people are familiar with rubble stone. These
load-bearing walls are generally 600mm to
700mm thick and the stones are selected to
face up on both sides. When walls are built
against a bank, they are sometimes only
faced on the one side. The stonework is
occasionally exposed but more often it is
protected, at least by layers of limewash but
usually there is also one coat

of plaster or more.

Earth as a building material is generally not
so familiar to most of us. Many owners are
quite shocked to find their house has earth
walls but, in practice, earth is a very reliable
building material. It is important to keep it
dry. The especially weak points are the head
and the foot but the surfaces between must
all be protected with lime. There are a great
many earth buildings in use today. Some
have been standing for two centuries and
more. Earth walls have been built in a variety
of ways, some by ramming wet clay between
shutters, others by using hand formed lumps
or unbaked bricks that have been pre-dried
under cover. Some earth walls are reinforced
with straw, hair or rags. Earth was commonly
used as a bedding for rubble stone work,
sometimes neat and sometimes it was mixed
with lime. Fired bricks were always available
but, until they could be mass produced, they
were very expensive and consequently were
used when nothing else would do. Early
bricks were made with local clay and usually
fired on site in a purpose built clamp. These
bricks were thin, very much like the bricks
made by the Romans, often as little as 60mm
in depth. This compensated for the
inefficiencies of clamp firing. Brick tax, which
was levied from 1784 until 1850 led to larger
bricks being made. The size of the ‘imperial’
brick was finally standardised, then in 1970,
the industry adapted the metric size that we
use today. The introduction of the
continuously burning Hoffman Kiln in 1858
completely revolutionised brick making. From
that time on, most bricks were machine
made. There are only five brick makers
presently in Ireland. At Kingscourt, County
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Cavan, there are still some very early kilns
that are well worth seeing for those
interested in the history of brick making.

The footings for these traditional load
bearing walls, no matter what material is
used for the mass of the wall, begins with
the cleaning of all vegetable soil down to a
firm, level and well drained base. The
drainage and disposal of ground water in
order to protect the foundations was catered
for on nearly every site by constructing stone
lined shores. Large stones were then laid as a
base for the wall. When the soil was back
filled, the top of these foundation stones was
left exposed in order to minimise the amount
of water that could rise into the body of the
wall above.

Timber components, such as door frames
and windows, were built in as the wall was
raised; only in later years, when it became
common practice to form the openings in
brick, was it possible to offer up frames into
a completed wall.

ROOTS - The next task was to frame the
roof. For early buildings, local trees would
have been felled and the timber used green.
This way it was easier to shape and tool but
sometimes the subtle green timbers would
distort when put under stress. A sag or bow
in an old roof is a familiar sight and many a
roof has been condemned out of hand in

modern times for this reason alone. The most
was made of a tree. The limbs were sized
and selected for different tasks; even the
finest branches might be put to use to
support the scraws for thatch.

Traditional room sizes could be spanned with
simple, unframed supporting timbers.
However, in some instances, particularly
earlier roofs, the timbers were framed, that is
to say, they were joined together and braced
with the result that they formed a rigid
structure very much like a boat turned
upside-down that only needed vertical
support, all the other forces being absorbed
by the frame, but some original roof
members were seriously undersized,
especially in the periods when timber was in
particularly short supply. Inspection of the
roof timbers can provide information about
the history of a building. For example, if all
the upper faces of the load bearing timbers
have been dressed, it is reasonably certain
that it was originally tiled or slated. If they
are uneven, it was probably thatched.
Framed roofs generally had numbered joints.
If the numbers do not coincide, then the
timbers are probably re-used from an older
roof. In early roofs, the timbers are split,
riven and axed with a minimum of sawn
work. The faces left by machine sawing are
quite different in appearance from hand
sawn surfaces. Early roof timbers are pegged
together, only later roofs have nails and
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screw fixings. In early roofs the lower rafter
ends are held in place by being built into the
head of the wall, whereas in later roofs there
is a timber wall plate. In early houses, ceilings
were rare and smoking fires and inadequate
chimneys have often blackened the underside
of the roof and have helped to preserve the
timbers from decay. All these features and
many more are tell-tales that will help the
owner to put together the story of his house.

Roof Coverings - The common
coverings for traditional roofs included slates,
tiles and thatch. In more modern times,
manufactured sheet materials have been
used including corrugated iron and asbestos.
In the past, wooden shingles were widely
used; their popularity seems to have waned
when suitable timber could not be found and
along our coasts tarred canvass was once a
common sight. Today the most used covering
is slate. There were a number of regions
where local slate or stone was used
extensively but economics have forced all
these quarries out of business. The last to
close, approximately ten years ago, was at
Killoran in Country Tipperary. Firstly, imports
from Wales and now from further afield have
completely extinguished the local industry.
There were a few tile works in Ireland of
which Florence Court, County Fermanagh, is
one of the better known but they were never
produced in any great quantities. While nails
remained expensive, coverings were held in
place with wooden pegs and were often
torched (plastered) inside to stop them
rattling in the wind. Some roofs were sarked
(boarded) instead of battened; this made it

easier to accommodate irregular sizes of
slate. On a sarked roof, it was common to
spread a layer of chaff or shous as a bedding
to the slates, again to stop them rattling in
the wind.

Of all roof coverings, thatch was the most
common until well into the last century.

In most people’s minds, thatch means a
covering of straw. However, in practice, a
very wide variety of plant material has been
used through time. The detailed examination
of the accumulated layers of surviving
thatched roofs has discovered a great deal
about the evolution of local agricultural
practices, climate change, the social standing
of the owners and more.

Generally, people used whatever material
there was to hand in sufficient quantities,
whether it was cultivated or wild, related to
social status. In a recent report on thatch in
Ireland, presented to the Department of

the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government, three classifications for historic
thatch are noted:-

Scavenger Thatch - for the poorest
houses whatever came to hand was used,
be it heather, broom, bracken, marram
grass etc. This type of thatch is now non-
existent outside the museum context.

Vernacular Thatch - represents the
majority of roofs and is locally grown
wheat, oats, rye, barley or flax used with
distinctive local styles and traditions.



Landlord Thatch - consciously romantic
and picturesque, found in lodges and
estate cottages and generally based on
English decorative styles and often

using reed.

In the past, roofs received regular attention.
The thatcher’s first priority was to protect
the harvest through the winter months in
ricks, stacks and clamps. Only when this work
was done, did he turn his attention to the
house roof. Today, roofs do not get this level
of maintenance as part of the agricultural
cycle with the result that the longevity of
materials and workmanship have become an
ever increasing concern for owners of
thatched roofs.

Another important change is the
mechanization of agriculture and the
development of new strains of cereal crops
that are suitable to the combine harvester.
Old varieties had tall sturdy stems, ideal for
thatch but the new varieties have been bred
for greater yields and with much shorter
stems. Fortunately, enough growers have
continued with the old varieties to provide
for about two thirds of the thatcher’s needs
in Ireland. The rest is imported, mostly from
Eastern Europe and a great deal of this
imported material is reed.

The historic methods of fixing thatch onto a
roof fall into five broad categories:-

Scollop Thatch — bundles are held in
place using wooden rods or spars and
scollops driven into an underlay of scraws.

The Historic Development of Traditional Buildings ]

Scallop thatch, rye.

Bundles of rye ready for a new spar coat.

Rope net over
stapple thatch.
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Roped Thatch - loose bundles of straw
or marram grass held in place by a
network of ropes

Pegged Thatch - ropes are stretched
horizontally over the straw and fastened
with wooden scollops or pegs

Thrust Thatch - the first layer of straw is
sewn to the roof timbers using straw
ropes. Next, small bundles are folded over
and knotted then forced up into the roof
using a forked stick (spurtle).

Stapple Thatch — straw is made into
tightly knotted bundles (stapples) which
are secured in position with daubs of
wet clay.

and the techniques which are similar to
reed. The straw is harvested using a
binder-reaper and only the heads are
threshed. In this way, the stems are not
damaged. Next, the straw is combed,
leaving a straight, clean stem. Bundles are
made up and placed on the roof — butts
down. The procedure from this point on
is as for reed except that the straw is
subtle enough to make the ridges and all
other details.

Long Straw - usually winter wheat with
solid stems but not always. No particular
care is taken with the reaping or
threshing. The material is delivered to site
as a disorderly heap. The first job for the
thatcher is to draw out the stems into
parallel bundles. Some stems will be butt

The present thatching industry only provides up, some butt down. In the finished
scollop thatch and within that category there work, more of the stem is exposed than
are three basic variants:— with the previous techniques and many

Water Reed - the beds are carefully
managed to provide a regular stem length
of around 2 metres. Stems are cleaned
and bundles made up as the reed is
harvested. When it is delivered to site, it is
ready for placing on the roof. The bundles
are placed - butts downward, fastened
and then the butts are beaten up to form
an even slope. Reed stems are relatively
rigid so that ridges and other tight
detailing is finished in straw or rushes.

Combed Wheat Reed - is not in fact
reed at all and may not be wheat. The
description comes from the appearance

heads will be visible. The result is a much
softer, flowing appearance compared to
the sharpness and angularity of the other
techniques. Surveys have shown that
more historic Irish roofs were covered in
this way than any other.

All three of these are variants of scollop
thatch. Historically, there is a bed of scraws
below the thatch. Where the roof timbers
were exposed below and not ceiled, some
roofs were first covered with decorative
matting of straw called fleeking. Quite often
on a new roof, a first layer of straw was
stitched down with ropes but further
coatings and repairs were secured with rods



and scollops, usually willow or hazel. Today,

some thatchers work with iron rods and wire
in place of scollops and thatchers using reed
will fix direct to the roof timbers, dispensing
with scraws altogether.

Roof Junctions and Internal
Gutters - The sealing of roof junctions,
abutments, valleys and secret gutters tend to
be one of the least satisfactory features of
historic traditional buildings. Today, we would
use lead or copper in all these situations. Copper
was particularly popular in the Dublin region
because of the copper mines in the Wicklow
Mountains but elsewhere lead dominates.

In the past, many of these junctions were
simply sealed using cut slates set in mortar
and sometimes mortar alone. There was a
serious decline in the quality of plumbing and
other metalwork reaching an all time low
towards the end of the 18th century with the
result that the modern owner quite often has
simply to start again from scratch.

Chimneys — Chimneys are relative
newcomers to the evolution of traditional
buildings. In many castles and tower houses
flues are simple openings in the parapets and,
at the bottom of the social ladder, chimneys
were practically unknown until the 19th
century. The burning of coal and the higher
temperatures generated made chimneys
essential requirements. In a building where
there was no chimney, the smoke would
gradually seep through the thatch, trickle out
under the lintel of the door or find its way out
of a gable window.

The Historic Development of Traditional Buildings JES)

Many early chimneys were shallow boxes
formed of wattle and plaster and rising only
just proud of the roof. Below, there may have
been a hood made of similar materials over
the turf fire that smouldered on the floor.
Examples of these arrangements still exist.
Changing to coal as a fuel and the Hearth Tax
influenced chimney design. Chimneys were
now built with more durable materials, stone
or brick and some affluent owners built
stacks that they would never use simply to
advertise their wealth.

The chimney pot first made an appearance in
the reign of George lll. The first pots were
cast iron but the pots we are most familiar
with today are vitrified clay. In the second
half of the 19th century, very decorative pots
became fashionable. Sometimes the role of
the pot was fulfilled by slates or tiles set on
edge in a bed of mortar. The insides of flues
were generally parged or plastered until
ceramic liners became available towards the
end of the 19th century.

In traditional buildings, chimneys are
always in the line of the roof ridge. Their
relationship to the entrance door is a very
useful clue to the plan form of the house,
showing if it is direct entry or lobby entry
in arrangement.

Old hearth adapted
for coal burning.



Traditional Buildings in Ireland — Home Owners Handbook

Gutters and Down-pipes -

No thatched building nor many slated ones
ever had fitted gutters and down-pipes. At
best, there may have been a very short length
to protect the stranger at the front door.
Where they were fitted, the oldest are all cast
iron and this remains the best material for
the job to this day. Cheaper alternatives
followed including galvanised iron, asbestos
and PVC. In very recent times, aluminium has
come onto the market and the cast and

spun varieties perform to the standards of
cast iron.

Floors - on the ground floor, the main
room, practically always, has a solid floor.
There is plenty of evidence that many of
these floors were originally rammed earth,
sometimes painted and sometimes polished.
Today, except in a museum context, all these
earth floors have been concreted over. If the
floor was not originally earth, it is paved
either with stone slabs or clay tiles according
to status and location. Where there are other
ground floor rooms, it is likely that they will
be boarded. The boards will be nailed to
timber runners laid directly on the earth.
Upper floors, where they existed, had to be
framed and boarded. In the Plantation era,
this would have been a very costly
component. The span of the room was
halved using a stout Bressummer beam with
a near square cross section of roughly
200mm x 200mm. The top edges of the
beam would be housed out for the joists.
The boarding would be broad and square
edged, nailed down with hand wrought
brads. There would be no ceiling.

As timber became more scarce, the
Bressummer was often omitted with the result
that there would be a spring in the floor. The
extent of this spring would be lessened if there
was a ceiling and more so if tongued and
grooved boarding was fitted.

Early floors are of native timber, often oak.
By the beginning of the 18th century, Baltic
pine (Memel) was almost universally used.
After the Napoleonic wars, timbers from the
Empire, particularly North America, make
their appearance. This sequence is generally
applicable to all carpentry and joinery work
throughout the building.

Stairs - Most houses would have had little
more that a companionway or a ladder but
there might have been a rudimentary stair
boarded up in a cupboard-like structure in the
corner of the room. If, however, a stair had
been planned into the construction, it tends to
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Open string stair.
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Closed string stair.

be made a feature. In Plantation times, open
string stairs were popular with turned balusters
and broad, moulded handrails. Early in the 18th
century, the closed string became more common,
the balustrades were lighter and plainer.
Occasionally exotic timbers like mahogany were
used for the handrail. The Victorians returned
to decorative balustrades with open strings and
newel posts were often made a feature. The
stair position can usually be determined from
outside by virtue of the window positions for
lighting the stair; usually either half way up the
flight or from a skylight in the roof.

A selection of door types.

DOOTrS - Early doors are broad planks held
together by rails and secured shut by a
timber slip bolt or latch and occasionally with
the added security of a draw bar. Panelled
doors gradually filtered down the social
ladder. In some houses, planked doors were
dressed up to look like panelled doors by the
addition of moulded rails to the face of the
boards, usually one face only. By the late
19th century, panelled doors were within the
grasp of most people. The panel details,
mouldings and fittings can date a door fairly
accurately. Boarded (sheeted) doors



